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t and carnal sense, subtly concealed under
a| f emblance of mysticism and spirituality. True
urjfion with Christ is union of will and aim and
enthusiasm : " Not everyone that saith to me, Lord !
/Lord! but he that doeth the will of my Father";
these are closer to Him than mother or sister or
brother ; related to Him by identity, not according
to the flesh, but according to the spirit.

When, therefore, we distinguish between the histori-
cal Christ of the Synoptics and the Eternal Christ,
and speak of the latter as a developed understanding
of the former, wrought in the collective mind of the
Church by the Holy Spirit, we must not confound
this Eternal Christ with the aforesaid progeny of
sentimentality and metaphysics.

That which we worship and love in Jesus is not
a human but a Divine Person and Spirit ; it is God
Himself, considered precisely as manifesting Himself
in the moral strength and beauty of Jesus. When
we say that Christ dwells in us, we mean that God
dwells in us, reproducing in us the pattern of the
sacred humanity, which was, in a pre-eminent manner,
his own. God is the Eternal Christ, and, as such,
he is incarnate in that mystical body, made up of
all those in whom the Spirit of Christ, its head, is
progressively manifested and revealed in its infinite
variety of kind and measure. In that its members,
spiritually united, are scattered through all ages and
nations, the very embodiment of this Eternal Spirit
is gifted with a sort of eternity, or independence of
time and place, and, as such, is to be distinguished
from the sacred humanity of the historical Christ.
If, then, our worship and love is directed to this